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Item 9.  REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE

         The following statement is being furnished by the Company under the
         provisions of Regulation FD:

On April 8, 2002, BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) entered into a non-binding
letter of intent with AorTech International plc ("AorTech") to acquire BD's
Critical Care product line for approximately $52 million, subject to adjustments
based on future sales results. Approximately one-half of the purchase price is
expected to be paid over 30 months following the date of closing. For the fiscal
year ended September 30, 2001, the Critical Care product line generated sales of
approximately $47 million. Critical Care is one of the product lines with
combined revenues of less than $200 million that BD had previously announced it
was considering for divestiture.

The transaction is subject to the execution of a definitive purchase agreement
and the approval of AorTech's Board of Directors and shareholders, as well as of
BD's Board of Directors. These events are expected to occur in the second half
of BD's fiscal year, at which time BD will record a special charge,
substantially non-cash, that it presently estimates could be in the range of $25
to $30 million. BD also estimates that fiscal 2002 diluted earnings per share
would be impacted by less than one cent, excluding the special charge, assuming
this divestiture had been completed as of October 1, 2001.

BD presently expects the transaction to close prior to the end of BD's fiscal
year ending September 30, 2002.
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