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Item 5.      OTHER EVENTS
             ------------

   In the matter of Calvin vs. Becton, Dickinson and Company, et. al. (Case No.
                    ------     -----------------------------  ------
342-173329-98, Tarrant County District Court), filed in Texas state court on
April 9, 1998, the Court has advised the parties by letter received October 27,
1999 that it believes that it is appropriate to address the issues in the case
by way of a class action under Texas procedural law. The Court has further
indicated that its determination is only the "first hurdle" and that it would be
helpful for the parties' counsel to meet with the Court to detail the wording of
an order.

   Becton, Dickinson and Company continues to oppose class action certification
in this case and will continue vigorously to defend this matter.
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